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CLAIMS 

1.-30. (CANCELLED) 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for receiving a subscriber renewal notice 
comprising: 

(a) receiving, in a set top box. broadcast signals Hitough a tuner of the set top box; 

(b) enabling a presentation device connected to the set top box to dispky the broadcast 

signals; 

(c) automatically connecting to the Intctuei using a commumcation module of the set 
top box without the user requesting the connection, wherein the communication module is different 
than the tuner; and 

(d) receiving a subscriber renewal notice over die connection to the Internet. 

41 (PREVIOUSLY PRES BNTED) Ihe method of claim 40, whetdn the subscriber 
renewal notice is t*adition»Uy broadcast via satelUte. the method fiirthet comprising receiving 
broadcast information that utilizes satelUte bandwidth no longer consumed by the subscriber 
renewal notice. 

42. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTBD) The method of claim 40, wherein the subscriber 
renewal notice comprises swtvicc provider facility data. 

43. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 40, further comprising 
estabUshing a secure electronic connection with a server through the connection to the Internet, 
wherein the subscriber renewal notice is received through the secure electronic connection. 

44. (PREVIOUSLY PRHSENTED) The method of claim 40, fUtther comprising: 
receiving purchase information, for a good or service purchased by a user, wherein the 

purchase infonnarion was obtained tluough the user communicating with the set top box; 
storing the purchase infonnarion for the good or service in the set top box; and 
transmitting the purchase information from the set top box to a server through die 

connection to the Internet. 
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45. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENl'ED) The method of claim 44. whexeia the putchaee 
infotmation is scored in a smait catd* 

46. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 40, whctdn the automatically 
connecting to the Internet comprises: 

receiving a locsil phone number in the set top box; 

automaticaUy dialing the local phone number, without die user re£jue«tiug a connecriQn, 
using the commmwation module, wherein the comnaLUiication module is a modem; and 

e*;tabUd.ing die connection to the Internet through a computer that answers the dialed local 
phone number. 

47. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 46, wherein dxe local phone 
number i* associated widi an Internet service provider. 

48. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 40, wherein dae automatically 

connecting comprises; 

deteriTiining if an Internet connection is currendy established; 

if an Internet connection is currendy established, automaricaUy obtaining a new transmission 
control protocol/internet protocol (l'CJ>/lP) connection durough the communication module using 
the cRtablifihod Internet connection. 

49. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENl^D) A system for receiving a subscriber renewal notice: 

(a) a subscriber renewal notice; 

(b) a set top box configured to; 

0 receive broadcast signals through a tuner; 

(ii) enable a presentation device to display the broadcast signals; 

(iii) automatically connect to the Internet using a communicarion module of the 
set top box wifliout die user requesting the connection, wherein die communicatiot) module 

is different than the tuner; 

(xv) receive the subscriber renewal notice over die connection to the Internet- 

50. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 49, wherein die subscriber 
tenewal notice is tradiuonnlly broadcast via satellite, whetei^i the set top box is further configured to 



-3- 

PA6E4f8*RCVDAT 1/25/2006 12:55:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time]*^ 



slAN-25-06 11:04 F rom: HUGHES LEGAL DEPT 



3109640941 



T-603 P. 05/09 Job- 



Seml No. 09/78:^,241 



receive broadcast mformation that utiUxes s.tcUite bandwidth no longer consumed by the sub.a=.ber 
renewal notice, 

51 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of ckim 49. whetem the subscriber 
renewal aottcc comprises service provider facility data. 

52. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 49, whcreio the set top box is 
further configured to establish a secure electronic connection with a server through the connection 
to the Internet, wherein the subscriber renewal notice is received through the secure electronic 
connection. 

53. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 49, wherein the set top box is 

further configured to: 

receive purchase information, for a good or service purchased by a user, wherein the 

purchase information was obtained through the user communicating with the set top box; 
store die purchase information for die good or service in the set top box; and 
transmit the purchase information from the set top box to a server tlirough die connection 

to the Internet. 

54. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim S3, wherein die purchase 
information is stored in a smart card. 

55. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 49, wherein die set top box is 
configured to automatically connect to die Internet by: 

receiving a local phone number in the set top box; 

automatically dialing die loci phone number, widiout the user requesting a connection, 
using die communication module, wherein die communication module is a modem; and 

establishing the connection to the Internet dirough a computer diat answers the dialed local 
phone number. 

56. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 55. wherein die local phone 
number is associated widi an Internet service provider. 
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57. (l^REVIOUSLY PRESfiNTED) The system of claim 49, wbwein the eet top box is 
configured to automaricaUy connect by: 

dfiterrainiag if an Internet connection is currently established; 

if an Internet connection is currently established, automaticatty obtaining a new uansmission 
control protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP) connection through the communication module using 
the established Internet connection- 

58. (PREVIOUSLY PRIiSENTED) An article of manufacture for reccsiving a 

subscriber renewal notice comprising: 

meanji for a set top box connectable to a presentation device to receive broadcast signals 

through a tuner; 

means for the set top box to enable die presentation device to display the broadcast signals; 

means for the set top box to automatically connect to the Internet using a commvmication 
modtUe of the set top box without a user requesting the connection, wherein the communication 
module is different than the tuner; and 

means for the set top box to receive a subscriber renewal notice over the connection tt> the 

Internet. 

59. (PIIEVI OUSLY PRESENIED) The article of manufacwre of claim 58. whei:ein 
the subscriber renewal notice is traditionally broadcast via satelUte, wherein tbe afticle of 
manufacture fUrther comprises means for die set top box to receive broadcast information that 
utiU'/cs satellite bandwidth no longer consumed by die subscriber renewal notice. 

60. (PREVIOUSLY PRKSENTKD) 'ITie article of manufacture of claim 58, wherein 
the subecribei: renewal notice comprises service provider facility data. 

61 (PRIiVIOUSLY PRliSBNTED) The article of maiwfactute of claim 58, further 
comprising means for the set top box to esiabUsb a secure clcctromc connectioti with a server 
tliiough the connection to the Internet, wherein the mbscriber renewal notice i-s received through 
the aecure electronic connection. 

62. (PRBVIOUSLY PRKSENTKD) The article of manufecture of claim 58, further 
comprising: 
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means for the set top box to receive ptuchase infonnation. fot » good or Gervl« purchased 
by a user, wbetdn tlie purchase infonnadon w«s obtained through the mer communicatmc with the 
set top box; 

means f«r tlie set top box to Store the purchase information for the good or service in the 
set top box; and 

meatts for the set top box to transmit the purchase infortnation from the set top box to a 
server through the conaectton to the Internet. 

63. (PR H.VIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of manufacture of claim 62, wherein 
the purchase information is stored in a smart card. 

64. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of manufectme of claim 58. wherein 
the means for tiie set top box to automatically connect to the Internet comprises: 

means for the set top box to teceive a local phone number in the set top box; 

means for the set top box to automaticaUy dial the local phone number, without the user 
rcquesnne a connection, using the communication module, wherein the conununicauon module k a 
modem; and 

means for the set top box to estabUsh the connection to the Internet through a computet 
that answers the dialed local phone number. 

CS. (PREVIOUSLY PRiLSENTED) The article of manufactvire of claim 64. wheiem 
the local phone number is associated with an Internet service provider. 



66. (I^REVIOUSLY PRESENTED) 'Vhe article of manufacture of claim 58, wherein 

the means for the set top box to automatically connect comprises: 

means for the set top box to determine if an Internet connection is currentiy established; and 
if an Internet connection is currently established, means for the set top box to automaticaUy 

obtain a new transmission control protocol/internet protocol CrCP/lP) connection through the 

communication module using the established Internet connection. 
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I. Conclusion 

In view of the above, it is subtmtted that this appUcation Is now in good order for aUowance 
and .uch aJlowat.ce is respcct&Jly solidteA Should the ExaiT.inet bcUeve minor mattes stiB remain that 
be resolved in a telephone interview, tlae IS^ammct is uiged to oUl AppUcants' undersigned 



can 
attorney. 



Respectfully submitted. 



By 





tsfaSe: /€feorgann S. Grunebach 
eg. No.: 33.179 



Date: January 25. 2006 

The DIRECTV Group, Inc. 

RE/Rn/Al09 

2250 E. Imperial Highway 

P. O. Box 956 

El ScgundoCA 90245 

Telephone No. (310) 964-4615 
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